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People wait for the arrival of Massachusetts Governor Dever. The 
Governor had a banguet here at the Lenox and introduced a little 
known congressman by the name of John F. Kennedy, who was running for 


the United States Senate. 


or THS 


ASSESSORS’ REPORT 


aluation and Assessment of es 


om TOWN OF BELLINGHAM, 


a FOR THE YEAR 1 & 7 2 ‘ 
BOSTON : 
ROCKWELL ‘& CHURCHILL, PRINTERS 


192 Wasnixotron Steer. 


1872. 
oe ony biiewaiiasi - ten wees 
Aldrieb Alvah. Poll $2 é ee So SSE: 
” Money £2,000, 1 cow 35, house. 400; barn 100; 
homestead job, 80 acres, 500, Cook sprout eC 
47 acres, 300, Pine ye lot, 16 acres, aii 
— tot, 8 aeres, % eae a 
Allen, Aud he co ee ee een 
rey $200, 1 colt 6. 2 oe 
e 2 * ° cf ° e $ 38 
Adams, fei “Poll 2 ‘ = 44 85 
_ . Money $450, house 20, oxen 120, 5 cows 185 4 . 
young stock 61), 0 swine 18, bo 3 
350), carriage beuse and orib . s 
acres, #0, N. Adatwe Jy 
OM Ds lot, 15 serea, sd 
meadow, 7 acres, 100. Lis 
Cook, Avson, Pol 2. AT 32 
Horse &75, 5 cows 200, house 600, barn, 200, 
“crib 100, Ballou house 100, barn 100, house lot, 
44 scres, 1,000, Darling lot, 17 acres, 400, ree 
crvoir pasture, 22 acres, 500, Ballou land, 12 
acres, 400,’ ere 
Cook, Anson E, Poll $2 Bee “ ‘ Fe oY ve 33 00 
Money $2,400. Re oee oe 
Massey, Rev. J. cs ‘Poll $2. ‘ 85 89 


Money. $500, bank stock 875, bovie : 100, Q 
STN, barn 100, house lot, 1 acre, 100, 

eis Ne 9 acres, 140, Town house lot, } acre, 

50, : 


Metealf, Hollis, ” 


Pall ves ‘ 


swine 10, 0, 2 a 
— gtead tot, 23 28, 200, old pice, Bi) sore, 900 
.. wood and spront jot, 18 sate 350, 


Metal, Francis. Poll $2. 23 50 
lone: $500, horse 70, 2 cows ‘50, house 1. 000, soe 
Sed oe ouse 300, 
Scammell, Joanna (Heirs “of) . $4 81 
_Bank stock $1,910, house 800, house Tot, } acre, 
Thayer Luther. Poll $2 , 38 63 
Money $1,000, house 600, 2 hihi 200, curringe 
house 0, homestead loty 17 acres, 300, cole 
place, 25 acres, 500, meadow, 3 acres, 80, 
Thayer. K. F. Voll $2. ; : ‘ i 82-98 
Money €1,400, bank stuck _ 1,006 horse U, "3 io ie 
oows 1% i ‘Traver land,. a re 
4 1,000, Thayer house lot, 1 uere, 250, 


8 ATES, 140. 


59 82 


In this issue we feature excer~ 
pts from the Assessors report 
‘for 1872. 
As you can see for yourself the 
equality of assessing was fair 
to rich and poor alike and all 
bore an equal share overall. 
So much “wind" keeps blowing | oot 
from these Federal Bigshots in 
political office who are trying 
to impress common folk that they 
are striving to "find a cure to 
tax fairly"! Bellingham had the 
simple solution years ago! Note 
how those with "dough" were tax- 
ed for it the same as if it was 


| real estate! Bellingham was on 


| the “bali” bhenert 


Town Meeting of March 7, 1921. 


Upon mothon of W. H. Thayer, it was voted, to authorize the Selectmen 
to divide the town into voting precincts. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN ON THE VOTING PRECINCTS. 


. Precinct No. 1 will be comprised of that section of the town known as the 
Centre, and includes all that seetion south and west of a line running : 
from the point of junction of the Melford, Medway and Bellingham Town lines 
southerly to the westerly corner of the junetion of Farm Street with 
Hartford Avenue; 

thence along the centre of Hartford Avenue, eastery to the to the junetion 
of Hartford Avenuewith North Main Street; thence southeasterly across 
country to the junction of High Street with Maple Street; thenee east to the 
Franklin Town line. The southern bound of Precinct No. 1 if from the ) 
Blackstone town line, throught the center of Chestnut Street, easterly to 
South Main Street; thence across coutry in a direet. line to Railroad 

Street, where it joins with Centre Street; Thenee through the centre of 
Railroad Street, easterly to Lake Street; thence east in a direct line to 
the Franklin Town line. 


Precinct No. 2 will be comprised of that section of ‘the Town known as 


North Bellingham and Caryville, and lies easterly and nottherly of 
Preeinet No. 1. 


Precinet No. 3 will be comprised of that section of the Town south of Preein 
Preeinet Nol 1 known as South Bellingham. 


ALL ‘voters living and dwelling on the south of the center of Chestnut 
and Reailfoad Streets will vote in Precinct Nol 3. 


All voter living and dwelling on Farm Street, and on the north side of — 
Hartford Avenue, between Farm Street and North Main Street, and on Maple 
Street as far south as High Street, will vote in Precinct No, 2.. 


All voters living and dwelling between these lines will vote in Preeinct 
No. 1. 


The number of voters registered, dwelling in these preeinets, at the 
last State Eleetion held November 2, 1920, was as follows: 
Precinet No. 1, 153; Precinct No. 2, 225, Precinct No- 3, L71- 


Harold M. Bullard, 
Stephen F. Scott 
Timothy E. Foley, 


Nov. 19, 1921. Selectmen of Belligngham. 


te ise, the Selectmen in their report to the town recommended that a 
Rew bridge be built et Crimpville, (Charles River) and also that some 
sort of a police forde be organized and paid a small salary in order 
that it may be more of an incentive to preserve law and order. 


VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2010 


This well written poem was copied from. an old 
yellowed newspaper clipping found in a very old 
scrapbook, 


Looking through the old maps of this town it was : 
discovered that the Stephen Coombs family lived 
in the Sam Baader house on Maple Street, He 
was a member of the N,~rth Bellingham Baptist 
Church, baptised Oct. 20, 1867, also was Clerk 
or this church. 


The family is buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery, 
left of the tomb with an old urn on the lot. 


A Father's Meditations 
S8.F, Coombs 
Aprii. &, 1879 
North Bellingham 


Our hearts were light and joyous 
A few short weeks ago. 

But hopes so bright and promising 
Have vanished like the dew, 


And s0 in one short fortnight 

Since the first was called to go, 
Our lovely, singing Minnie E., 

In Death's cold arma laid low, 


Five loved ones then were with us 
And all in perfect health 

Who brought to us more happiness 
Than could a mine of wealth. 


miss them from the table 

At morning, noon and night, 
miss their little roguish pranks 
Which gave them such delight. 


We 
We 


But four of them have left us 
And gone to join the throng 

With two who have preceded them 
Up-to-the world of- song. 


We miss them from the altar, 
That precious place of prayer; 
miss them from the Sunday 8chool- 


We miss them everywhere, ~ 


We 


Dear Stephen first was taken 
By God's own loving hand, 

And borne on “Angels®™ wings above 
Safe to the "better land", 


Their playthings now are idle 
As they in death lay low, 
We see no little finger marks 
Upon the windows now. 
Next darling little Effie, 
Who knew not flats nor sharps, 
Was called to where her lovely voice 
Is tuned to Angel's harps. 


And with our hearts still bleeding 
With mingled grief and pain, 

This blest assurance cheers us on 
That we shall meet again. 

And then, too little Henry, 


A ruddy boy of seven, 
The Angels came without delay 
And bore him off to Heaven. 


Now while our hearts were breaking» 
We scarce knew what to-do, 

Most fervently we prayed that God 
Would spare the other two. 


He seemed a while to hear us, 
And answer our request, 

But soon, alas the Angel Death 
Told us God knew best. 


Then let us live in Jesus 

And join them as they sing 
Oh, grave where is thy victory ? 
...QOh, death where is thy sting ? 


It is our prayer in closing 
That we all in Bellingham, 

May at last th' eternal song 
"Of Moses and the Lamb", 


Brother S.F. Coombs was the first Clerk in 1867 and served 
faithfully and with deep conviction through 1889. On Oct Sth of 
1890 the Church passed a resolution honoring him upon his death. 
At last he had followed the path that so many of hls ehildren had 


taken suddenly over ten years before. 


SARAH ADAMS 
Bellingham, November 8, 185." 


Sarah Adams was born Dec. 1, 1829, 
daughter of Joseph and Asenath Adams of 
North Bellingham. Died Mar. 10, 1847 
from Consumption. Buried in No. Belling- 
ham. This lovely poem by her was donated 
by Paul Darling of Barrington, R.TI. 

Sarah attended school in No. Bellingham 
and kept a diary (journal) for three years 
on her daily experiences. The Adams and 
Darling families are part of our rich 
heritage in so many ways. Years later 
another “Adams" (Amos) gave us insight 
into daily living here in Town via his 
'diary'!. 

So here's one entry from her "journal"- 
"Jan. 6th 1846 Went to school all day. 
Afternoon , Mother and Albert went to Med- 

way. Hannah Smith got thrown out of a 
carriage. Hurt her very bad. Mrs. Clark 
Pond fell and broke her wrist. Evening 

had a spelling school. Very good one ind- 
-eed. Had some spectators from Bellingham 
town. Coming from school TIT heard a person 
say a very bad word but he did not want meto 
put 1t down against him." (This was the 
same chap who, a few day's earlier, had 


suppose one really ought 
o go to church @@reées. 


THANKSGIVING day 


made a resolution not to swear again and 

if Sarah heard him she might put it down But Lon sure to think. of dinner 
in her journal 1!) On Jan. 3rd,school Stead nt uibat the preachers Say. 
did not keep so she stayed home and help- 


ed Mother bake! That was 1,0 years agol 
(Courtesy of Mr. Paul Darling. 


- REMEMBER ME 


"Tf distance eter should us divide, 
And we no more each other see, 

Tf friends more dear with you abide, 
I pray thee still "Remember Me." 


Should eter thy future hours of joy, 
By sorrows, storms ofer clouded be, 

If blighted hopes thy peace destroy, 
I pray thee then "Remember Me." 


The world may promise bliss secure, 
But trust it not ? ttwill soon decay; 
Then seek for pleasure which endures, 
And never, never, fades away." 


¥ 


"THIS IS YOUR TOWN" 
BELLINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 


THE HEART OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE 
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PROVIDENCE 


Prepared by: Bellingham P.T.A, 
Printed by: Alexander Savill 
Date of Issue: March 1, 1963 


This pamphlet was recently found in 
an old book donated to the Belling- 
ham Historical Museum, 


INTRODUCTION 


The Bellingham Parent-Teacher Association welcomes you to 
our town. We hope you will take an active part in the affairs 
of our growing community, and we trust that this little booklet 
will assist you in your new environment, 


Our town was named for the third Governor of the Colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, Richard Bellingham, and was incorporated in 
November 27, 1719. Bellingham was originally a part of the town 
of Dedham, and was the last town to be incorporated in Norfolk 
County. 


Bellingham is approximately ten miles long and two miles 
wide, We are bordered on the east by the towns of Franklin and 
Wrentham, on the south by the State of R.I., on the west by 
Blackstone, Mendon and Hopedale, and on the northwest and north 
by Milford and Medway. we are about 22 miles from Worcester, 30 
miles from Boston, 27 miles from Providence, R.I., and 185 miles 


from New York City, We are served by two main state highways, 
Routes 140 and 126, 


SERVICES 


CHURCHES : North Bellingham Baptist Church 
Hartford Ave. 
Sunday School: 9:30 A.M. 
Worship Service: 11:00 A.M, 
Rev. Douglas Elliott 
fel. Ke. 3-7186 


St. Brendan's Church 
Hartford Ave., North Bellingham 
Masses: “a 8:30, 11 A.M. 


Rev, Edmund Griffin 
Tel, Kee 35-6553 
First ist 


Bapt Church 
Jct. Mechanic & 8, Main Sts. 
Sunday School: 9:30 A.M. 
Worship Service: 10:45 A.M, 
Rev. Mildred Palmer 
Tel. Gr. 3-6335 


8t. Blaise Church 
S. Mein St., Bellingham Ctr, 
Masses: 7, 9, 11 A.M. 
Rev. Joseph b. Mahoney 
Tel, Gr. 3-4381 


Church of the Assumption 
Moody 8t., S. aia tee 

Masses: 7, 8:30, 9:30, 10:30, 11:30 A.M. 
Rey. Albert Bergeron 

Tel, Tu. 3-8226 


SCHOOLS; 


FIRE DEPARTMENTS: 
(Volunteer) 


POLICE DEPARTMENT: 


AMBULANCE: 


Assumption School 
Moody St., S. Bellingham 


Superintendent of Schools 
Anthony C. Minichiello 
Office: Pinecrest School 
Harpin St., S. Bellingham 
Tel. Tu. 3-8000 


High School 
Harpin St., S. Bellingham 
Tel. Tu. 3-9190 


Junior High School (South School) 
Crooks Corner, &. Bellingham 
Tel. Tu. 353-7352 


Pinecrest School 


Harpin St., 8. Bellingham 
Tel. Tu. 35-8001 


Center School 
Town Common, Bellingham Ctr. 
Tel. Gr. 3-3725 


North School 
Hartford Ave., N. Bellingham 
Tel. Ke. 3-8184 


Bellingham Center Fire Dept. 
Town Common 
Tel. Gr. 3~3400 


North Bellingham Fire Dept, 
Hartford Ave. 
Tel. Ke. 3-7171 


South Bellingham Fire Dept. 
Jct. Wrentham Rd. & Paine St, 
Tel. Tu. 3~-7878 


(To save confusion, call number in your 1 
phone exchange. Message will be relayec 


Fire Permits: It is necessary to obtain 
fire permit before lighting any outdoor 
fires. Same may be obtained by calling 
Fire Dept. Tel. No. in your area, 


Bellingham Police Dept. ‘ 
Town Hall, Bellingham Ctr. 
Tel. Gr. 3-2300 

Ta. 3-7121 


Bellingham Ambulance Service 
Jct. Wrentham Rd. & Paine St. 
S. Bellingham 
Tel. Tu. 35-7878 


HOSPITALS: Woonsocket Hospital GARBAGE & RUBBISH 


115 Cass Ave., Woonsocket, R.I. Garbage Collector: Stanley Fliesz 


Tel. Po, 2-3800 19 Washington St.,Blackstone 
fel. Tu, 53-7771 

Milford Hospital 
Main St., Milford, Mass. : Town Dump (For rubbish disposal) 
Tel, Gr. 3-1190 Center 8t., S. Bellingham 

Open Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 

Framingham Union Hospital (Apprx. April 1, 1963 weekly collection of 
Evergreen St., Framingham, Mass. garbage and rubbish will be made from all 
fel. 873-3535 + town residences and disposed of in an 

LIBRARIES: Bellingham Center Library SBSINATE Gor s) 
enon Hes PLAYGROUNDS: North Bellingham Municipal Field 
Hours; iat Rel L2N-4P.M. & 7-8P.M. Off Hartford Ave. 
; South Bellingham Municipal Field 
North Bellingham Library ‘ 
Hartford Ave. (Basement N, Bell. School) Harpin Bh. 
Hours: Sea ging car ea BUS SERVICE: Johnson Bus Lines, Inc. 
ates, Fem ans SP etenee ce 1099 Social St., Woonsocket, R.I. 

South Bellingham Library Tel. Po. 2~1099 

Jct. Wrentham Rd. & Paine St.(Community Bldg.) 

Hours: Mon. & Tues, 1l2N-2P.M, TOWN OFFICES 
Wed. 1-5P.M. 
Pri. Feeta, SELECTNEN: Meet Mon. nights at 8P.M. in Town Hall, 
Sat. 1-3P.M. Bellingham Center 

POST OFFICES: lingham Center Post Office TOWN CLERK ; Mann St., S, Bellingham 
7 OFRIOES TD dechenie St, Pome mr Tel. Tu. 3-8110 

Hours; Mon. thru Pri. 84.M.~6P.M. Hours: Mon.,Tues.,Thurs.,Fri, 3-SP.M, 
(Closed between 12N-1:30P.M.) Wed, 7-9P.M. 
Sat. 8A.M,-12N Sat. 9A.M.-1l2N 

Caryville Post Office TAX COLLECTOR: 30 Archer St., 8. Bellingham 
Hartford Ave. : Tel. Ta, 3~8186 
Hours: Mon. thru Fri, 8A.M.~5;30P.M. Hours; Mon.,Wed.,Fri.,Sat. 9A.M.-12N - 1-4P.M, 

(Closed between 12:30P.M.-2:30P.M.) Tues. & Thurs. 1-4P.M, 
Sat. 8A.M.-12: 30P.M, North Community Bldg. lat Mon. of 
. each month 7-8P.M, 
North Bellingham Post Office Town Hall, Bellingham Ctr. lst Mon, 
Maple St. of each month 8-9P.M. 
Hours: Mon. thru Fri, 8A.M.—-5:30P.M, 
(Closed between 12:30P.M.-2P.M.) TAX ASSESSORS: 91 Cross St., Bellingham 
Sat. 8A.M.-12:30P.M, fel. Tu. 38582.” 
Meet. Tues. & Fri. 9-11A.M. in Town Hall, 
SHOPPING CENTERS: Warwick Shopping Center Br Bellingham Ctr. 
Pulaski Blvd., S, Bellingham BOARD oF 10 

Medway Shopping Center WELFARE: Meets 2nd and 4th Mon. of each month 7:30P.M, 

Main St., Route 109, Medway, Mass. : in Town Hall, Bellingham Ctr, 
Welfare ent - Office in Town Hall 

Walnut Hill Plaza Tel. Gr, 3-21as 

Diamond Hill Rd,, Woonsocket, R.I. ase Hours: 


Mon. thru Frit. 94.M.-5P.M, 


WATER COMMISSIONERS: Meet Mon. nights at 7:30P.M. in Town Hall, 
Bellingham Ctr. 
Water Bill Collector 
ren Rd + lilinghan 
Tel. Tu, 3~7803 


Hours; Tues.,Wed.,Thurs,,Pri. 1-4P.M. 


Bat. 1OA.M.-L2N and 1-4P.M, ORGANIZATIONAL MERTINGS 
North Community Bldg. lst Mon. of BAND BOOSTERS CLUB: Meet 2d Wed. of each month in Town Hall, 
each month 7-8P.M, Bates Aris een ae Bellingham Ctr. at 8P.M, b 
Town Hall, Bellingham Ctr. ist Mon. 1S 
of each month 8-9P.M. BELLINGHAM GRANGE: Meet 2d and 4th Wed. of each month in Town 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Meet on alternate Mondays in Pinecrest School, SAAN eRe ANERES. Chr, a0 SE 6Ks 
S. Bellingham. Announced in local papers. LION'S CLUB: Meet Ist and 3d Tues. of each month in 
“ s. ghan 3 . 
PLANNING BOARD: Meet 2nd Thurs. of each month in Town Hall, BevOnRE Eats seb. am ERR 
Bellingham Ctr. at 7:30P.M. AMERICAN LEGION: Meet 2d Mon. of each month in Town Hall, 


Pet es Ctr. at &P.M. 
wri * 
Meet Mon. ag hy at 68P.M. in Town Hall, > z ; a ES ee Se OeeD woth in 


= shy wn Hall at 8P.M, 

PAREN T- TEACHER 
South Main ist 8. Bellingham : Meet 3d Mon. of each month in Pinecrest 
Tel. Tue 35-7507 School, S. Bellingham at 8P.M, 
Pinegrove Ave., S. Bellingham MISCELLANROUS INFO 
Tel, Tu. 3-6634 SR EOUE TNEORMATION 


é Annual Town Election: 1st Mon. in March , " 
Cross St., Bellingham of each year 


Tel. Tu. 3-9355 Annual Town Meeting: Held on second Fri. after Town Election at 


‘ 8PM, i 
po aaa Aye, a. sere (Location announced in local papers, ) 
Tel. Tu. 3-8833 Annual Town Reports are distributed to residents before the Annual 
Town Meeting. 
Harper Blvd., Bellingham Ctr. Voting Privilege: Any resident moving into Bellingham from within 
Tel. Gr. 3~1088 “ae arate Bune live in the Town 6 months before 
ecomin = . 
VETERANS' AGENT: 91 Cees Het Be Bellingham ee ne 
Tel. Tu. Any resident moving into Bellingham from out-of~ 
Hours: Mon. 7-10P.M. Peake must live in the Town one (1) year before 
2CO) * 
ZONING APPEALS BOARD: hilt Roly eet ties as month 7:30P.M. Ce a ee we 
in Town * ngham Ctr. (If the Board of Registrars is not in sessio 
Zoning Agent ..(Tagues building permits,) one may register at the Town Clerk's Office,’ 
+, De gham ex ta - 
Tel. Tu. 3-8608 Siesta yen ONY Period orion to an 


OIVIL DEFENSE DIRECTOR: Scott St., Ss, Bellingham 


Tel, Tu. 3-9222 


BOARD OF REGISTRARS: Meet in the three precincts thirty days before 
an election. Announced in local papers. 


AUXILIARY POLICE; Meet every 34 Sun. of each month at 11A.M,in 
3 Town Hall, Bellingham Ctr. 


THAYER STORE ; 


L. Francis Thayer built and opened a store here in 1895. 
Early on, Thayer went around personally to take orders. The store 
first operated as a general store with dry goods, kerosene, and gasoline 
being sold. Food, coal and grain were also available. Wirthmore 
Grain and Feed was sold for 75 years. Home deliveries were made in 
town. 

A Post Office was established in the store with Edward E. 
Rockwood appointed Postmaster in 1895. In 1915, Ruel ate was 
appointed Postmaster and served for 42 years. 

In 1930, Socony gas was sold at the single pump cuiside the 
store. Nearby was a large elm tree under which the ‘Nash’ girls would 
sell ‘duck sandwiches’ every Sunday. 

Water for the Center School was taken from the Thayer’s horse 
barn. When there was a fire in town, it was mainly the Thayer horses 
used to pull the ‘converted’ fire wagon. 

The Thayer store went out of business at 6:00 P.M. on December a oe ee 
18, 1964. Thayer’s barn and Wirthmore Feed and Grain was con- Thayer's General Store which housed Center Post 
verted into the “Center Shoppes’. The grand opening of this new O fice until 1954, 
mini-plaza was on March 5, 1965. 


Tes 
1958 Ceres nen: Food Sale auras For opuaen' Ss eae lobes be ae 
Found at the Thurber House on Bates St. Mendon, A 


Denise one 


PECIAL SALES*NOV. 7 to: L8**COMPARE & SEOP*** 
Sona okt aasic ame oe ae So fb. bag 804 
OBS----=pkK.e 339 -----9--------- 

} BOTAIORS-- size. COCA COLA--2 for 35¢ plus ng tS 
One Pie BLUEBERRIES-can 5l¢g--SLICED APPLiS-359¢ 
FX*MINCE. MEAT=canS0¢g+-SQUASH or PUMPKIN-can leg : 
SLIBEL BACON----lean, thin slieed-+-------- Lb. ey 2 
Sunsweet Medium size APRICOTS ( Be or oP) 43 
Preh aler jar APPLE. = ENON em om a eg eRe — a a 


sete COND ee 
Ocean Sprey: CRANBE 
*THATER'S FOO) aie 


*Special Sales, Dec. 12th ete 17th. * ompate: & 
Nabisco RITZ Crackers ; 
Peter Pan(Feature)Creme- de-Menthe > 
Cher Boy-Ar-Dee SPAGHETTI MEAT BAL, 
Underwood's Pure DEVILLED HAM...’ *’ 
25 oz. jar King Pnilip DILL NUB P CI 
Lean DAISY HAMS ave. wet. 1% lbs. 
Manor {barblett PEARS-2 med. cans 43 
Slicéd PEACHES-2 med. cans 43 
Tuayer's Strawberry Preserve 1 16 
Thayer's Apple Jelly 1 lb. ja 
Kreft's deLuxe SLICES CHEESE, yellow or 
Good size TANGEURINES 
HAMBURG fresh ground-to-your ead 


Gome in & See our BIG ASSORTMENT of TOY 
*OHAYER'S FOOD MKT. BELLINGHAM. puone MILs 


In the thirties, South Bellingham was a small 
multicultural community on the southern end of 
Rt.126 which winds north to south thru 


Bellingham and into Woonsocket, R.I This 


community was developed on a wetland area 
known as the social plateau. Residents here were 
mostly French, Italian and Polish immigrants 
who came to work in the woolen mills of 
Woonsocket. Some developed services for the 
residents and contributed to the development of 
the economy of the area. 

A major contributor to the South 
Bellingham economy was the Carrier Family who 


owned and occupied a large area of land where 


Denny’s Liquors and Bellingham Pizza are now 
located. The Carrier homestead was set back 
from the road and as the family grew, so did 
business. The first I can remember was an ice 
house known as Carrier’s Ice House from which 
deliveries were made to local homes and 
businesses, and where local folks could also pick 
up cakes of ice for their ice boxes. The ice house 
was also where I would go to get a refreshing 
sliver of ice in the summer. The Carrier ice 
delivery trucks were housed and maintained in a 
building that used to be where Denny’s is now. 
When the ice business was modernized the 
maintenance building became a small engine 
repair shop operated by Albert Carrier, one of the 
sons. This business later became a lawn mower 
business operated by Albert’s son, Aime 

A small el had been added to the front 
the Carrier homestead. It extended to the 
sidewalk and housed a beauty shop operated by 
the Carrier daughters, Gilberte, Cecile and 
Florence. This business was eventually moved to 
a larger facility a few houses over, and the el 
was made into a small apartment occupied by my 
husband and I when we were first married in 
1947, 

Another Carrier business was an oil pick 
up and delivery operation owned by Alphonse. 
Later his son Eugene managed the business. Of 
hote here is the huge oil storage tank that rested 
on very tall stilts with “CARRIER”’S OIL” 
printed on it in large letters. The tank was a 
landmark of sorts. “When you see the tank,” 
residents would say proudly, “You’re in South 
Bellingham.” 


The tank seemed to loom large as I walked past. 
It cast strange shadows that set my imagination 
going and I would run from it. 

I lived in the Bouvier homestead where 
my six sisters and I were born and raised.... just 
past the Ted Carrier house in which the relocated 
beauty parlor and barber shop now did business. 

Behind the complex of Carrier businesses was 
a large field which was a great place to watch for 


. snakes and frogs. 


Best of all were the circuses and 
camivals that came and filled many. of my 
summer days with unparalleled adventures as I 
perched on the branch of the large oak tree that 
grew at the top of the sand bank at the end of 
Norfolk Street. It overlooked the entire‘ Carrier 
grounds that I was not allowed to venture onto 
when there was a carnival or circus in town. I 
still remember the rhythmic pounding of steel 
mallets by six large men who stood around each 
steel post, and in musical harmony raised them 
high and slammed them on the stakes to drive 
them into the ground. They would soon hold 
down the colorful canvas that would shelter 
breathtaking events, and sights, “never seen by 
the human eye.” I once heard a barker shout. 

The same dusty elephants that had 
labored all day to lift tent poles bigger than 
telephone poles and who had carried bundles of 
cable used to secure the posts, were later 
showered and clad in jeweled collars and colored 
robes, ready to balance on their backs, dainty 
ladies wearing large headdresses decorated with 
plumes from jungle birds. 

The animal trainers now in red jackets 
with golden braid and brass buttons, walked 
alongside the majestic elephants. Horses 
decorated in sparkling sequins balanced ladies on 
their backs. Some ladies wore little satin outfits, 
and others wore flowing gowns, but all were 
escorted by the same men who had pounded the 
tent pegs earlier, now dressed in fine outfits and 
looking very gallant. All waited outside the tent 
until the bandmaster struck up the band, and 
everything the patrons came to see was in motion 
for their pleasure, and for the local economy. 


By:Helen Bouvier Collamati 
Submitted to CrimpvilleComments May, 2010 


SUMMER MAGIC 
Years ago, summer was a special time. It still is 
but has changed over the years. With so many 
farms in town, it was a very busy season. If folks 
didn't own a farm, they still had enough land for a 
garden, a few chickens and maybe a cow. Fora 
kid, it was a magic time. 


We had chores to do, but as soon as they were 
done, we went off with our friends until dinner and 
again until supper - so much to get into. We'd 
spend half a day looking for new born kittens try- 
ing to find where the mother had hidden them. 
Sometimes the:mother cat wouldn't bring them 
home until they were half grown. 


A cow gave birth at the edge of the swamp. 
Many times | saw my dad carrying a new born 
calf back to the barn. 


Haying season was a busy time. Once the hay 
was cut, it was left to dry and then tedded to help 
drying. Then it was put into wind rows and then 
gathered into stacks. A watchful eye would be on 
the sky to watch for rain. Once the hay was dry, it 
was quickly tossed onto the wagon. We kids 
would be on the wagon stomping the hay down 
So more could be added. When the wagon was 
full, it carried the hay to the barn. After it was 
backed into the barn, my dad would pitch it off 
into the loft. 


Once a storm was brewing and the hay wasn't 
quite dry but, it could not be allowed to get any 
wetter so it was hurriedly put into the barn loosely 
packed. The kids were told to stay out of it, but, 
of course, we didn't. It started to smoke so Dad 
had to pull it all out until it was good and dry. How 
we loved to play in the hay until we found half a 
snake that had been cut up by the sickle bar. 


After the crop of hay was in, the field would be 
teeming with fireflies. Another cutting of hay 
would be done later. Until then, we had more 
time to play, explore and go swimming in the 
water retention places that the town had built to 
be used in case of a fire. They had enough water 
for swimming and diving. A wooden railing sur- 
rounded it 


We all tried walking on the top rail. | slipped and 
fel] landing on my chest and stomach. | had 
never had the wind knocked out of me until then. 
| lay on the ground trying to breathe a bit at a time 
until | could fill my lungs again. | never tried that 
again. 


The water in the pool came from a stream that 
ran through a cow pasture. When a cow pie 
floated in, we just tossed it out. Whenever a 
snake went into the water, we got out in a hurry 
and waited to see if he came out again so we 
could go back into the water. It is a wonder that 
we weren't all sick from the dirty water, but on a 
hot day, all we could think about was cooling off. 


We would stay out til about 10 o'clock in the 
evening. | don't remember being eaten alive with 
mosquitoes like today. | remember June bugs 
bouncing off the screen door, rose bugs getting 
on the clothes on the line and in the peonies. | 
haven't seen either in several years. Even the 
Japanese beetles were not around much last 
summer and there were very few tent caterpilars. 


Just before and sometimes during haying 
season, the strawberries would be ripe. My dad 
had a large berry patch where we picked every 
day to sell at a roadside stand. Weekends would . 
be so busy we'd all pick and we had a hard time 
keeping up with the sales. The season ended by 
July 4th.. 


On a lazy summer afternoon, lying in the grass 
watching cloud formation, was relaxing and 
entertaining. June is the best time because the 
sky has a perfect hue and as yet it hasn't got 
hazy and humid. The shadows are bright and the 
flowers are more colorful - nothing so rare as a 
day in June. 


In Milford, vacant stores would open to sell 
fireworks. We'd all go up and buy as much as we 
could afford. The night before the Fourth, all 
would end up in my yard to set the fireworks off. 
My dad would light some of the more powerful 
ones. It was a real fun evening. Of course, we 
would be lighting fire crackers before and after 
the holiday. Once the month of July was over, it 
seemed like the summer was gone. The days 
started to get shorter and the weather would get 
more humid. | 


We dreaded the call from our mother "Come on, 
it's time to get your new school clothes". 


Summer nights held a magic of their own. With 
very little traffic going by, we would listen to whip- 
poor-wills, crickets, tree toads, and a bull frog 
croaking in the swamp - music to lull us of to 
dreamland -summer magic 

fmm 


North Bellingham 1933-'3, Grades 7-8 ‘Teacher Lillian Martin 


Identified by Florence McCracken 


1. Veronica Smith 7. Adele Melrose 1h. Edith Pratt 

2. Ned Dore Ss ? 15. : 

3. Ernest Sawyer 9. Reginald LeBlanc 16. Jesse Farnsworth 
4. Amelia Glowke 10. Blanche Fitzpatrick 17. — ; 

5. Chester Baldiga 1l. Esther Foley _ 18. ? Drapeau 

6, Edmund Fagan 12. Steven Nadolny 19. ft 


13. Barney Tebeau 


Photos Courtesy Laura Drown 
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Distributed by; Rudolph F. King 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
(1949) 


SAFETY SONG PARCDIES 
Bernard N. Knowlton 
Safety Instructor -- Registry of Motor Vehicles 


SAFETY PARODY (To the tune of "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah") 
You can be happy, you can be gay 
If you learn to cross the street the right way. 
Green means to go, and red means to stay 
Take all your time ‘cause you've got all day. 
Tnere’s a red light on the corner 
Better stcp, on the sidewalk, or youtre gonna be 
a gener. 
You can be happy, you can be gay 
And go on singing, zip-a-dee-ay. 


Written by: Marie Millette 
Grade 8 - Sacred Heart Academy 
Worcester, Mass. 


SAFETY PARODY (To the tune of "Let Me Call You Sweetheart") 
Let mé teil you something, that you ought to know 
Just before you cress the street, look where you go. 
Mind the traffic rules, although they may seem slow 
And you won't be lying where the daisies grow. 


Written by: Nancy Jopilla 
Grade 8 - Coleman St. School 
Gardner, Mass 


SAFETY PARODY (To the tune of "A Four Leaf Clover") 
I'm looking over a safety poster 
That I often read before. 
Red means to stop and green means to go 
The third is be careful for cars on the road. 
No need for dying, and many crying 
For somebody they adored. 
I'm looking over a safety poster, 
That I often read before. 


Written by: Shirley Ann Dupont 
Grade 6 - Chandler St. School 
Worcester, Masse. — 


These are just some of the sayings some of us 
heard or used when we were growing up in the 30’s 
or 40’s. I don’t know where these sayings originated 
from but some of them that I remember; 

“Til knock you into kingdom come” (where ever that 
is). “I’ll beat the living tar out of you.” “ I’m gonna 
kill you”. “He beat the day lights out of him.” “I’m 
going to skin you alive”. “He needs a horse 
whipping”. “I'll knock your block off”. 

Some times these were said while playing 
games and some times to try and scare someone. You 
had to fear very little if those were heard in those days 
but in today’s world (and someone doesn’t know you) 
you could be subject to arrest or questioning. 

Carrying a jackknife in those times was 
something most boys would do if he could afford one 
or it was a present to him. We carried one most of the 
time and we used them for whittling, playing a game 
called jackknife or just to have one in your 
possession. One didn’t much worry about someone 
hurting you intentionally. But times have changed in 
the past 50 years. They have gone from a peaceful 
world to uncertainty. Reasons why we older folks 
look back and call them the good ol’ days. 

Another saying we sometimes heard from 
older folks talking was about someone “kicking the 
bucket”. We didn’t know when we were kids why 
someone would get so mad as to kick bucket. We 
didn’t know whether it was a new kind of game we 
were missing out on (as we had played kick the can.) 
Later in years we found out what it really meant. 

Another thing we had in those days (especially 
boys) was to have a cap pistol and we could run 
around and sing, “bang bang your dead”. You could 
take them any place you went and a lot of older folks 
thought kids were cute with the holster and little 
cowboy hats. Another game we played by the hour 
was cowboys and Indians. Remember??? 

If someone drank to much liquor they would 
say he was “pickled” .I remember an old timer when 
he got drunk and staggered around he would say he 
had “muting of the feet”. 

Today, with all the technology, computers etc, 
its just not the same. If you got a chuckle from any of 
this, I am glad because a good laugh is what we need 
nowadays and it keeps you healthy also. 


Not for Me 


By RUTH SHOOK 


When we were living those “‘good old days,” 
They didn’t seem so good. 

We read by the light of a kerosene lamp 
And heated our homes with wood. 

We carried water up the hill 

To wash with, cook, and scrub: ~ 
And we took our baths behind the stove 


In a galvanized laundry tub. 
$ 
“I still can smell the old lye soap 


And feel the sting and hurt 

When some of it got in my eyes, 
But it really got the dirt. 

We slept on cornhusk matiresses— 
Sometimes three in a bed. 

If you were late you got the foot; 
The early ones took the head. 


We waded snow, and ice, and mud 

To get to the “seat of learning’ 

With a potbellied stove that frose our backs 
While our fronts were nearly burning. 

We drank from a cup by a water pail 

On a bench where the teacher put it; 

And whatever ailment any kid had, 

The rest were sure to get it. 


In winter you milked in a drafty barn 

While the wind whistled through the cracks; 
And the swirling snow, while you were inside, 
Filled up your fresh-made tracks. 

A little house at the end of a patch, 
Half-hidden with brush and weeds, 

in summers’ heat and winters’ cold 

Served other family needs. 


Now you may look with envious eyes 
To these times—if you are 20. 

But Uve been through those “good old days,” 
And once, my friend, is plenty! 


SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., Cheapest Supply House on Earth, Chicago. CATALOCUE No. iif. . 


Dietz Safety Tubular Mill Lantern. 


No. 28R701L17 The burner is 
locked in place by two positive 
locks on globe frame, which 
work automiutically. In addi- 
tion to this a padlock may be 
used to secure the globe frame 
und the guard frume perma- 
nently. if desired. 

The guard has our patent 


cess to the flame over the topof 


wind break, which prevents ac- - 


1901 


Dietz Buckeye or No. 13 
Tubular Slide and Dash 
Lantern. pee ae 8) 

No. 23R7025 Thisis really 
a very handy combina- 
tion; it serves as a hand 
lantern and a side or dash 
lamp... We furnish tt ja- 
yanned blue. The lamp can 
ye fustened under the body 
of the vehicle by means of @ 
holder. (See No. 287052.) We 
furnish this lamp with our 


new bull’s-eye lens—a bull’s 
eye attached to the perfor- 
ated plate. It is superior in 
every way to the bull’s-eye 
globe. No. t burner, %-inch 
wick, No. 0 globe. Weight, 
about2i lbs. Euch...... 7Oc 


the globe. It is extra strong, 
well made, and is locked in po- 
sition by an automatic spring. 
Khe base of the lantern is 
iven_ extra strength, and is 
ocked permanently to the 
frame by the use of our patent 
side braces, holding them firmly 
a together, indcpendent of solder, 
burns with a@ clear white ans phe ese ‘ 
heats, 1e Oi} Yount holds 14 pints of oil, w ’'s C 
aa ron without renting, witht solid’ drawn, _ Ham's Cold Blast Tubular Lantern. 
retinned oil fount. ris lantern bas been endorse Romie tn ; 
by insurance men wherever shown as the safest Tuhe, Bottom Litt, Tin Tabular Leos 
kerosene burning lantern made. Improved burner, tern; No. 2 burner, J-inch wick, No, 0 
%-incli wick. No. 0 globe. Weight, 2%'lbs. Each, 950 lobe. Globe removable without tnk- 
weg Of the guard. This lantern being 
made on the same principle as a street 
lamp, with wind break, makes it a su- 
erior lantern in its burning qualitics. 
‘ery desirable for usc in places where 
there are strong drafts of wind. Itis 
especially adapted for use in mills 
and other places where there is con- 
siderable dust, as the burner will- not 
clog up. The tubes are made from 
one piece, without elbow or joints. 
Gives a fine light. We have noticed 
= when on, of, these lanterns goes to a 
» town we gt more orders from thesame 
locality. Weight, 24 lbs. Each....80e 


—_ 


Dietz No. 1B Side Lift 
Tubular Lantern. 
For Kerosene. 


No. 25R7012 This Lantern has 
the No. 2 burner, l-inech wick, 
and should fil a want where a 
large amount of light is needed 
ina hand lantern. The oil pot 
bokis 124 pints of oil, and the 
lantern will burn nineteen hours 
without refilling. No. 2 burner, 
l-inch wick, No, 0. globe. 
Weight, about 2 pounds. 


Price; each. 2.722 <.-~ ~2.*-"7 69e¢ 
LANTERNS DONATED ES These lanterns and others are 
on display at the Bellingham 
eid abel siete Historical Museum. Open the 
ia Per ee first Sunday of every month. 
Timothy Leighton icone EShapene 


i  —— 
OLD QUAW HILL 


--~Jennie Elizabeth Tyndall 


All gray, Forlorn, and forsaken 

Is standing old Quaw Hill there, 

Her beautiful pine tree tresses 

Now like to snarled gray hair, 

With roots in the air uplifted: 

And tops bent low on ground, 

; Squirrels and birds sad seeking 

QUAW HILL IS For nests that cannot be found. 


LOCATED JUST But upon the very hilltop 
OFF OF MAPLE Does the old gray oak still stand, 
ST. & RT.495 Through leaves are shredded to ribbons 


Her branches strong and grand. 

Feom a tiny little sapiing 

Igvthe cil fil of. cnevrock i crews 

IEs| root a part of the’ hillside, 

It stood when the strong winds blew, 
And the hillside now so lonesone, 
Stripped of her lovely array, 

Has a friend that clings more closely 
Because of adversity. 


MAIL BOX ad Jak eet Te 


Thank you for mailing to me the "Crimpville I would like to donate a small amount 
Comments". | of $20- to the Bellingham Historical 
Enclosed, please find a check for a donation. Commission, and hopefully keep getting 
the Crimpville Comments mailed to me. 
Cecilia Collamati Baisley , Thank you sincerely, 
. Mr. Theo. George Kotros 
Ernie, \ 


teint 


Enclosed is my check for a donation. 
| am not sure if my subscription is about to 
expire but | don't want to miss any issues. 


Use the donation for whatever you need. 


Moe Morin 


DONATIONS 
In Memory of Howard Burr 
Cecelia Baisley 
Kathleen Ehwa 
Emerson and Donald Eldredge 
June Merrick 
Maurice and Jeannine Morin 
Nelli Williski _ 
“Theo George Kotros 
Lorraine Schrecengost 


Dear £rnie, 


I am sorry that I missed you in 
May. Thank God Isabel knew where 
to find you. I had wanted to get 
this typewriter to you. This type- 
writer was my grandfather's. He 
also was a writer. 

Dad (John Lundvall) wrote all his 
material with this typewriter. I 
know that the roller doesn't work 
anymore. It got too warm in the 
house when Mom was living with my 
brother in Pennsylvania. It has 
sentimental value, 

I also have the printer that Dad 
used to print his cards on. He fix- 
ed it many times and the rollers on 
it do not work now. I am not sure 
what I am going to do with it. It 
has a lot of type. 

I am enclosing a check to help 
with the cost of the Crimpville 
Comments. So many things have chan- 
ged in Bellingham. Our visit was 
short and we had a chance to visit 
family and friends. I would have 
loved to see you. God bless you. 

Sincerely, 
Lorraine Schrecengost 


BELLINGHAM DEATHS 


SUMMER OF 2010 


Sandra Harper 

Doug Welsh 

Kimberly Jacobson 

Paul St. George 

Timothy Reckert 

Francis Fagen 

Frank Lewinski 

Jennie Zhawred 
LeFrancois 

Justin Truviano 

Allan Roy 

Virginia Bates Johnson 

Norman Langlois, Sr. 

James Darling 

Robert Murphy, Jr. 

Barbara Dufresne Rhodes 

Frank Deacetis 

Paul Cameron 

Kathleen Burke 

Howard Burr 

John (Jack) Fisher 

Susan Tordoff-~Heavner 

Susan Abraham 

Dorothy Morin Benoit 

Marilyn Russell Everett 

Linda Crawford Atwood 

John Rhodes 

Thomas Fagan 

Nicole Frade Laverty 

Roland Roy 

Theresa Bradley Finazzo 

John Goyette 

Ruth Allen Whalen 

Dorothy Shahtay Lewinski 

Jean M. varney 

Andre Duquesney 

Walter Hogarth 
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September Song ~ You Know Who! 
R FE ME, M, ‘RB FE. R The little girl appeared down- Who smiles to see the summer go, 
. hearted at the passing of Septem- the bright leaves fall, the chill 
ber. “I’ve just learned how to spell winds blow, the hoarfrost on the 
it,” she mourned, “and now it's stubbled soil? The dealer who sup- 
gone.” plies our oil! 


Seek ee 


Teacher could \ 
Solve the tardiness 
problemif she 
would allow the 
last kid to 
arrive ge 8, 
ring the bell 


AID TEACHER WITH A WEARY SIGH, 
WPRAY, WHERE'S THE DOT FORTHE LETTER 1"? 
THE PUPILS ALL ROARED 

WHEN THE GIRL AT THE BOARD 
SAID, “STILL IN THE CHALK, MRS. BL). 


“ 


sscesiohineiiintaaieel Tan ita AE: SAT From the Good Old Days 
HE BELLON THE OLD SCHOOL WAS REALLY QUITE ALOOF. Magazine 

ITHUNG HIGH ABOVE OUR HEADS MOUNTED ON THE ROOF. 
WHEN IT TOLLED IT MARKED THE START OR ENDING OF THE CLASSES. 
IT ALGO TOLD WHEN ONE WAS LATE WHICH IRKED THE LADS AND LASSES. 


